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and the Epistles: the style of the Apocalypse (he says) is different,
indeed barbarous, and the themes specially characteristic of the
Gospel are absent from it. No more able piece of literary criticism
is to be found in ancient Christian literature, except the critique of
Susanna by Julius Africanus mentioned above. It shews the
power of ruling ideas that Dionysius felt himself free to pass so
sharp and scientific a judgment upon an early Christian work
which had been definitely accepted by Justin Martyr and Irenaeus
in the century before, but which, under the influence of teaching
such as that of Clement and Origen, was now out of fashion.
The Churches of Asia Minor were amongst the earliest and
most active centres of Christianity, and about the year 190 Poly-
crates of Ephesus maintained against Victor of Rome the Asiatic
custom of celebrating the Lord's Passion by the days of the Jewish
month, even if this custom made Easter to fall otherwise than on
a Sunday1. Polycrates in his letter to Victor2 enumerates the great
stars of Asia, Philip of 'the twelve apostles/ John who lay on the
Lord's breast, besides Polycarp and others.
It is clear that Anatolia (to use the most general term) was then
a leading Christian region, but from that day its influence de-
clined. This does not mean that Christianity ceased to be practised
or even to spread there, but the epigraphical evidence suggests
that it had taken on an unobtrusive form that refrained from
offending heathen neighbours by stressing Christian symbols.
A fish or a swastika inserted among the ornamentation of a tomb
reveals to the modern archaeologist that the monument com-
memorates a Christian who reverenced 'Jesus Christ the Son of
God' and His Cross, but to contemporaries it might suggest no
esoteric meaning.
A remarkable instance of this tendency is to be found in the
inscription of Avircius Marcellus3, to whom was dedicated a work
against the Montanists* A late and legendary life of St' Abercius'
tells how he went miraculously to Rome and healed the emperor's
daughter, giving also the words which he set up on his gravestone.
The whole tale seemed quite unworthy of serious notice, but in
1  It should be noted that the view of the Quartodecimans, as the Asiatic
Christians were called, was that the question at issue was the annual com-
memoration of the Passion of Jesus: the Resurrection was celebrated every
Sunday.
2  Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. v> 24. See on this N. Zernov in Church Quarterly
Review, cxvi, 1933, pp. 24 sqq. and below, p. 532.
3  See the text of Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. v, 16. On the spelling of the name
see Sir W. M. Ramsay, Cities and Bishoprics ofPhrygia, vol. I, pt. n, p. 737.
The inscription (LG.R.R. iv, 696) with a commentary is on pp. 722 sqq.